Scene of Disaster in Which
French Miners Lost Their Lives

Courrleres, the scene of the recent | hands. The amount of coal mined an-
de  Calals, |

catastrophe, I8 Iin Pase
northern France, eighteen miles dis-
tant from Bethune, [t has a popula-
tion of 3,390, 1t is in the center of
France's greatest coal district, This
district has an area of 190 square
miles, and employed In it are 20,000

nually is 5000000 tons. Coal was
firat discovered here in 1717, at Tres
nes,  For centuries the distriet around
Courrieres has been prominent in ita
manufactures, and the almost inex-
haustible beds of coal will secura it
that supremacy for centurles to come,

MINES OF THE SHAFT VARIETY.

8ome at Courrieres Extended Far Into
the Ground.

Coal mines are divided Into two
kinds, the drift mine and the shaft
mine. The drift mine 18 dug Into the
side of the hill and extends by very
slow degrees downward, The coal is
brought to the surface In little cars
drawn on narrow gauge ralls by don-
keys.

These mines sometimes extend in-
ward for over a mile in one direction.

The Courrieres mines are mostly of
the shafi variety, however. Some of
these shafts are very deep. On the
day of the explosion men were heard
calling for help from a depth of nearly
half a mile,

The miners in France do not use
the safety lamps that many mining
concerns In the United States now
compel thelr employes to use, These
lamps are little metallic oll-burning
affairs afixed to the miners’ hats. The
flame ignites from a cotton wick, and
will burn hour after hour,

Not even the eternal vigilance of
the fire boss can prevent a holocaust
if the miners themselves become care-
less.

In the Courrleres mines there are &

great many condemned “pockets,” as
they ure called. These pocketg at one
time or another become filled with !
fire damp and the miners were warned |
not to go near them,

One rumor as (o the cause of the |
explosion 1s that & miner, elther eare- |
less or Ignorant of what he was (lcm-'I
ing, opened n condemned pocket, mis |
taking It for an alr chamber, In such
a case there would be an Instantane- |
ous explogion. The detonation would
cause the other pockels to explode
and the explosions wounld contlnue
while there wag any fire damp in the
mine.

The topography of the stricken dis- |
trict is very frregular and very much |
resombles that of Allegheny county, |
Pa. The district 1s thickly populated, |
and but a few miles out of the line
af travel of the multitude of tourists
who throng northern France every
year, ‘

The mining population I not made
up principally of Frenchmen any more
than the mining population in the
United States (8 made up of Amerl |
cans. Poles and Hungarians, as well |
as & lberal sprinkling of ltalians and
Russians, for the most part make up |
Courrieres’ population, |

The town is gloomy, smoky and un-
sightly, and does not offer much to |
the sightscer o recompense him for
his visit. It Is not mentioned In
Baedeker or in any of the other prom-
inent guide books. Tt has one admir
able statue dedieated (o Jean de Mont- |
morency, however,

- —— -
Queens Taller Than Their Consorts.

There hardly I8 » king In Christen.
dom to-day whose wifs does not over
top him by u head. Kiug Edward 18
six inches shorter than Queen Alex-
ndra.  The ezar is overtopped a full
bond by the ezarina,  Kaiser Wilhelm
15 of the medinm helght, but the Ger-
man empress (8 tall, and that is why
the kaiser will never consent 1o be
photographed beslde iy wife unless
she sits while he stands. The king of
ftaly hardly comes up to the shoul
Jars of Queen Helens, The King of
Portugal, though fulter, Is less tall
than his gueen.  The queen of Den
mark towers above her royal spouse

Speaker's Mind Wandered.

gpeanker Cannon called the house to
order the othey day and sald as usual
“The chaplain will offer prayer.” Rev.
Mr. Couden procacded to do so and
meantime Mr. Cannon  allowed his
mind to stray away to the consldera
tion of some important measires then
pending. At the conclusion of prayer
the speaker came out of hig reverie
rapped with his gavel and sald onee
more “The chapluin will offer pray

er.” The clerk himself whispered
something in Mr. Cannon's ear and
Unele Joe almost blughed as he ex
olanlmed: “Oh, hang It: the joke's on
me.*

Pecullar Nervous Dissase.

The well-known nerve pathologist
&' M, Bechiereft, says tho Si. Petors
hurg Novostl, mentions the appear
ance of a peculiar digease of the nerve |
wystem, which he calls “sweating
wlekness of the hand." This trouble
is Indieated by the sudden perspira
tion of the hand on the part of the
vietim each time he sees an acquaint
ance with whom he s about to shake
handé. Sometimes the perspiration
will fall in large drops from the tips
of the fingers. None of the other parts
of the hody shows slmilar symptoms,

, wide removal Is the ldeal operation.

GROWING POWER OF THE WEBST.
Will 8con Push East in Population
and Commercial Supremacy.
People of the EaslL are apt to over-
look the fact that there Is a great and
growing West. They do not realize
that at some time not far distant this
section will be competing with the
East In population and In commercial
supremacy. To the thousands of
Americans who are familiar with Eu-
rope but to whom California, Oregon
and Washingtop are names and noth-
ing more the term "Golden Gate"” is
without meaning, “Puget sound” Indi-
catlve of nothing but distance. They
do not know that in the land where
rolled the Oregon and heard “no
sound save it own dashing' there has
sprung up a life more virlle than their
own, from having still the fuspiration
of youth and the uplift that comes
when ambition realizes that there are
world’'s yet to conguer. The West Is
n giant; it does npot beg favors; It
does not ask for recogmition, but It
forces the recognition by the expand-
Ing power of {1g own splendid vitality.
—Philadelphian Ledger.

SARRIEN LONG IN PUBLIC LIFE.
Second Time New French Premier
Has Been in Cabinet.

M. Jean Sarrien, head of the new
French eabinet, has been a power In
French politieal life for Affeen years
There have been few ministerinl erises
in which he has not been consulted.
The last time that he held office was
in 1898, when at the reguest of his
friend, Brisson, he, with some reluct-
ance, consented to accept the perilons
post of minister of Justice at the time
of the Dreyfus controversy. As such
be Instituted the proceedings in the
Supreme court, which resulted In the
quashing of the first trinl and in the
excaptanin being  brought back to
France to stand trial anew at Rennes.
He |8 a man of 66, » lawyer, born of
a middie class provinelal family, and
during the war with Germany won

the ecross of the Legion of Honor by
gallantry under fire as captain of Mo.
biles.

He hns represented bis native

digtriet of (he Saone co Loire without
interruption for nearly thirty years in
the ehamber of deputies
English Nobility in Trade.

English nobility bas many mariers
un Its mind these days. 1t wishes (o
keep busy ubove all things and there
are Individuals who are looking for
gold galove by going into trade,  Cur
pet weaving 1s the lutest industry 1o
he invaded by thess “distingulshed’
persons hent upon adding 1o Incomes
or finding work for (helr tenantry
Foremos! among them g the Duchess
of Satherland, who hag satarted looms
Helmadale, In Snthevlandshive, (o
to help the women affected by
the decline in the Highland fisheries
Ax o purcly bmsiness specoulntion the
Eavl of Pembroke and the Earl of Rad
nor have opened a8 curpel factory
Wilton. They hilng to that admirubls
powsension u coltivated taste and the
bemutiful things which they promise to
turn ant will be songht by devotees of
the 1ife lnxurions

orier
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Stomach Not a Necessity,

While the value of a good stomuach
& undoubted, fortupniely, says Prof
1. J. Paterson, Nature I able 1o dig
pense with this organ, as most of its
functions can be performed by other
parts of the allmentary canal. It has
heen shown that dogs may gain in
welght and remaln In perfect health
witer removal of the entire stomach,
while the elaborate observations made
on a patlent prove that the same holds
good of human beings. Until some
other cure for cancer Is discovered,
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CHAPTER VI

Captain Stanley, who had returned
to the ballroom, wended his way
amongst the dancers, his progress im-
peded by gome falr jady who greeted
him graclously—often  eagerly, and
forced him to pause for an interchange
of vapid nothings. He then visited
all the apartments open to guests,
untll he was convinced that the eount
had kept his daughter at home, for
better protection against further inter-
course with the handsome suitor he
had rejected so sornfully that same
afternoon.

But English love, like other love,
laughs at the barriers a stubborn par
ent may seek to Interpose; and Count
de Cazenean's decision was not calen-
lated to discourage so strong-willed a
man as Capiain Edward Stanley.

He had acceded to his sweetheart's
wishes by golng, In proper form, to
her father: and the matter having
culminated as the lovers had feared,
nothing was left but an elopement, for
which, In view of the count's probable
refusaly all the plans had been ar
ranged.

It wae shortly after midnight when
a tall man, enveloped in a long cloak,
and followed closely by a stalwart
negro, who hore a slzable bundle upon
his shoulders, looked toward the bril.

liantly lighted windows of Count de |

Cazenesn's house, whoge Inmates wero
evidently celebrating, after the cus-
tomary fashlon, the New Year's ad-
vont. He paused a moment In front
of the rambling, low-bullt dwelling,
and then passed on, muttering words
which were scarcely a benediction
upon Its owner,

After n walk of some twenty min-
utes, the man and his silent follower
climbed the low wall that bounded the
connt’'s domain, and, with the night

wind rustling the denuded cotton
stalks aboul them, struck off across
the broad fields until they reached
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officer’s service: and thin was of great-
er importance than the presence of
Zeney herself,

A rustling made Captain Stanley
turn qulckly, and a new light eame to
his face as his eyes fell upon a shrond-
ed girlish figure standing In the door-
way, with a taller woman's form be-
hind her,

Down upon the river, hidden away
under the overhanging bank, amid the
sedges and other water growth, was n
commodious boat that had been
stored with all things needful for the
flight., The elopers and thelr servants
were soon aboard, and only the stars
saw the craft pulled cautlously up-
strdfam by the strong arms of Tate,
the faithful slave, with the mald,
Barbe, on the seat behind him, while
in Its farthest end were the two who
for love's sake, had cast aside all for-
mer life and broken all tes,

For Roselle, these were the tles of
Stanley those of honor; for he had
fillal love and duty, and for Captain
deserted his command and was fAying
to the wildernesas farther north, to—
for the time at least—hide, with his
new-found dream, amongst the friend-
ly Choctaw Indians, where he coula
count upon reazonable gecurity trom
pursuit.

And the woman, trusting him im-
plicitly, faced an unknown world—
faced It fearlessly and undoubtingly,
seeing naught but the dawn of a per-
fect und fulfilled love, that ylclded to
this man its uttermost depths of pas.
sion.

As for him, the loved one, this was
by no means his first experience of
the sort; but he was honest, at least,
in belleving himself to be in earnest,

And so he held her close, as they
sat slde by slde, his cloak about them
both, and her head pillowed over his
beart, while the slave’'s oars pulled
the boat swiftly, thelr rhythmie dip,
or the ocenslonal ery of a loon, belng

He held her close, as they sat side by .side.

the edge of some woods that rose, a
dark boundary line, at one side of the
lonely plantation.

Here they paused, and lopked to
where, quite a distance away, the
flames of two huge bonfires showed
many fantasile figures—those of the
glaves, who were, like Irresponsible
ehildren, celebrating after the manner
of thelr race. the brief respite from
labor sccorded tnem by their exact
ing master,

The baying of a hound from the
glave guarters was heard, faint, but
elear, and the sugres'ive notes appeuar:
ed to bring disquiet to the man's dus
ky follower, Tor he began o move rest
lessly, and glance about with manifest
apprehension, while he drew clozer to
his master, who now, wheeling ahout
pushed on Into the wood,

He wont forward with a econfidence
showing that he was op not anfamiliay
ground: and a fow steps hrought the
two to a small elearing, where the
aoml-durkness was maode a 1ittle more
cheerful by a Nickering of red light,
coming: through the chinks of the
closedd door, as well as from the un.
eurtiined window, of & small eabin.

A fire it the Interior. which wpe
deserted, save for a small, raggedly
elnd urehin of ten, whose hlaek arms
and legs have Gontgrown
their seanty alothing

"Where Ig Zeney?
ficer, after glancing abont the cabin

The boy stared with fright at his
questioner, looming so far above him
In the firelight, which straek gleam
Ings from the breast of the unllform
where a slight parting ofgthe cloak
folds revenled scariet and gold,

“Are voun deaf, you black moukey?
Where 8 Zeney. | say,” Captain Stan
ley repented Impatiently

‘Granny? She's dope
New Yoar's"”
negro, rislog cantiously
feet and backing away
floer's stern eves

The Inter now understood how Ze
ney, having—althongh reluctantly-
given, thtough the lale aftervroon, such
ald as was in her power to the earry
Ing owt ol her young mistress’ plans
for an' elopement, had then bhetaken
herself (o the bonfires, where, appean
Ing to join In the festivities of he
fellow slaves, she wonld be less likely
to full under her master's suspielon
when hig danghter's ftight should be
dircovered, iy boer Yin was sk the

geemel Lo

Inquired the of-

rone 1" keep
stammered  the itle
to his naked
from the of

the only sounds besides the rippling
water to break the silence.
L] " L] L] L]

On New Year's day Laro left New
Orleans for France; and when, seven
months later, he salled away from
Toulon, bound for the coast of Bar-
bary, with him were Jean and Plerre
Laftte,

The purposes of this story require
but a general reference 1o Joan Lo
fitte's life during the flteen years
which ensued after he left the country
of his birth, snd lnked his fortunes
into those of Laro,

He was then a lad of fifteen. And
untll he arose above the consequences
his hewdless youth had Imposed upon
his better self, his life was passed
nshore and alloat, as best served the
| Immediate  interests  at  stake; s
| times tnken up by the cares and pe
| wponsibilities of ligitimate business, nt
I nes passed amld scenes of wildest
adventure  and  deadly  perll He
while growing to manhood, alternnted

bhetween the countingroom and the
| quartersdeck. assoclating now  with
i men of probity and position., and
ngein - with  desperadoes and et
throats r

| During this period, Laro—known In

New Orleans as Don Morales de Cas

lro—wng In connectlon with Count s
Cazeneau and oither more or less
prominent men, engiged In varioo

wpecnlative schemes, gome of them T
Ing within the law, and others outslils
of it.  The former included ventures
in trading, mining and timberoutting
whilst among the latter wers
| wling and slave-trading Those opoerd
tions involved the ownership of many
vosselsl together with the employmoent

smug

of many men, und, taken as . whaols
they were very sucvessafal
Smuggling and slavetrading hn

abways been within the line of Laro's
occupntions, and were matters
to which he gave his per  nal atter

they

tHon, making many vos ta snd
from the French and Afr CONKLE
Then  latterly, In wdditor o N
|nlht‘r nefarlous  pursulls, and unde
[ cover of letters of murgue issued h
one or another of the newly formed

I?“'u'llh Ameriean repnblics

lawlessly upon whatever

came within his reach
Hix  own brigantine the “Hlaek

Petrel” was of  reparkable  spes

l: heavily armed (ostenaibly for its ow:®

pratection), awl earriedl o crew con

taining onteasgis from all natlons. b

he preyed
cOominere:

they captured a ship flying the flag of
A hostile country, the prize was, ac
cording to clrcumstances. taken into
port for condemnation or destroyed al
once, But, whatever might be the
natlonality of a richly Inden veszel en-
countered by the “Black Petrel,” the
colors It flew had but little effect In
declding It fate, or that of its erew.

In all these various achemes Lafitte
wae an interested party: and, in ear
ller years, he had been an actual par-
ticipant In prosecuting some of them,
his ability and skill belng such that,
while still under twenty, he beocame
Laro's trusted Heatenant, uwpon whom
devolved all dutles to which the for-
mer was unable or inndequate to give
his personal attention, .

The tall, handsome lad of Langue
doe, Parls and Toulon had developed
into & man possesing rare gifts of per-
son and mind, together with a store
of energy and resource which would
have won success In any avenue of
I'fe. - Himself a stranger to personal
fear, he was quick Lo recognize brav-
ery in another, and hils chivalroug na-
ture was never unresponsive to ap-
peals from his lesa fortunate fellows.

Such was Jean Lafitte at thirty, and
such, In brief, had been his life during
this pertod—one so filled with events
and adventurea as to make his earlier
years, and the actors In them, more
or less dim., according as they had
fixed themselves upon the receptive
element of his nature,

Even Laro, the bluff and plcturesque
sallor who had exerted so strong an
influence upon the lad when Lhﬁy met
at Le Chlen Heureux, was hardly ree-
ognizable In the crafty and unscrupu-
lous adventurer with whom Iater
vears had made him so famillar, and
with whom he wns now forced to be
In such close contact.

As for Bonaparte, he had become
Napoleon, the monarch to whom
erowns  were  banbles, and thrones
were playthings: who had recast the
continent of Europe, and opened a
new chapter In the history of France,

Jean had received no word from him
after the letter dellversd by the
hands of Pere Huot; and grievous
had been the boy's disappointment as
the months passed without bringing
any slgn of remembrance from the
man who wng the one greatest love
of hig life,

But his was & strong and healthful
nature—buoyant and vibrant; nnd, as
the time went by, the acute edge of
his grief had been worn away, to be
suceeeded by a feeling nkin to apathy.
He hand been forsaken by him whom
he loved; and, accopling this as a
fact, he had relinguuished every hope
of o future reunion,

All this had Its natural effect: and,
coupled as It was with a vague but
unchanging determination to follow
the career of adventure which had
been his boylsh purpose in life, the
personality of* Bonaparte became less
and less real, until all that remained
waus 4 love which was In Itsell large
Iy an abstraction.

Margot was still a reality to him be-
canse of her representing so much of
motherly eare, and by reason of hoer
ever manifested love, of which he had
found much to remind him in the un-
obtrusive loyalty and devotlon of
Plerre.

The latter was now the only tangi-
ble tle connecting Jean Lafitte with
his boyhood—Dbig-hearted, brave Plerre,
sluggish In thought, but sound of
Judgment nnd clear of purpose; strong
of arm and mighty in action, who now,
a8 ever, stood at the gide of his foster-
brother. He had, some (wo years be-
fore, abandoned his sea-faring life,
and, In partnership with Jean, estab-
llshed a large smithy at New Orleans,
where the firm of Lafitte Brothers had
become well and favorably known
through the work turned out by thelr
skilled slaves,

(To be continued.)

FAULT OF THE DIALECT.
Colored Man Good Oarsman, Though
He Couldn't “Ro'."

While on a trip through the sparsely
settled districts of Georglan & North-
erner hired & colored native to guide
him arcross conntry to his destination.
Reaching the banks of a swift-Rowing,
unbridged stream, the Northern man
vpotiod a boat moored at the edge,
inil asked the negro If he could row.
"Ra', boss?  No, sub, Ah kain't ro’,

nohow."

“Well, how ean | got gceross, then?
There sn't any bridge,”

Wiy, bhoss, AWl take yo' acrost in
no time In that ‘ere punt,” snswered

thee negro

"li“?
“No, #suh, Ah kanin't ro’"
fambo, rolling his eves 1y Indlerans
istonighment; “but Ah kin gt vo'
werast de ribber all plght, sub.’

The Northerner with some (repida
lon anil conslderable curtosity

wnswered

rawed him swiftly and surely over the
turbulent stream to the
nroving himsellf an experienced oars-
RN

Why, Sambo, what d syou mean
Sy Iving to me? asked the perplexed
Irnveler “1 thought sald vou
couldn’t row a boat?’

Sambo opened his mouth In & grin
o wide that he appeared to whisper
n his own ear as hoe replied W'y,
wisk, Ah suah thought yon meant ro'—
ko & Hon!"—=N. T. Tribune
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0
Tame Hen Good Layer.

One of he sights at the Tniversity
f Maine these days s M'rof. Gowell's
et hen, The bled Is not admired be
wuse of her looks, but because of her
Inying prochivities, she being creditmd
vith the wuthorship of exactly 251
megn ddnring the past twelve months
The bird Is of the Plymouth Rock
amlily, and Praf Gowell is now husy
“acing the Ins and outs of her blue-

froded ancestry

skilful sallors and brave fighters. It

|
|

“Hut 1 thonght you sald you couldn't |

| livtle

iepped Into the bont, and the negro | 149

!

other lidﬂ_ i

OLD “HO88" PAST UBEFULNESS.

Dire Necessity for Bome Other Bort
of Bail Bond.

Benator Pattlson, a wellknown
Vermonter some years ago, was seats
ed In the couniry court room, He
had been called upon by one of hin
constituents to go ball for him, and,
a8 he had often done before, gave as
security on the bond am old “hoss™
which he drove,

It was u sultry summer day, and
the Judge was listlessly gasing out
of the window as the case dragged

on. Buddenly he turned to the de-
fendant, and, In a sharp, exultant
tone, sald:

“That’s enough for today, and your

The Court Adjourned Suddenly.
case, Jed Ashby Iz continmed until
next Friday, and Senafor Pattison
aln't goln' yer ball, neither, cause his
danged old hoss jest dropped dead
out thar In the square.”

!
Deal in Ghastly Curios.

Two medical students lving in San
Francisco, called on the president of
a tanning company of West Berkeley,
Cal, recently and asked him to pre.
pare pome human skin for commercial
purposes, With them they had two
pleces  of cuticle, one aboul a foot
square and the other a trifle smaller,
which they admitted they had siripped
from & body In a dissecting room.
They sald they Intended making slip-
pers of the akin, The commission was
declined. Other tanners have also
been approached by embryo phyal
clans engagod in the ghoullsh traffie.
It I8 nlleged that articles made from
the skin of men and women have been
carried from California to all parts
of the Union. When tapned the skin
of a man Is worth about %500. The
skin is soft and pliable, v+  mbling in
many respecis the chamoh

A Will That Held.
“December 26, 1901.

“Well, Magle, T will you our home-
stead and the children won  dollar
ench and pay the det with the stok,

“I. B. ARMSTRONG."

This was written on n slip of paper
five Inches lomg and three Inches
wide, in a poor serawling hand, and
thought by some lawyers who read I
to be valueless, turns out 1o be worth
$6,000 to Mre. Margaret Armstrong of
Waurlka, Oklaboma Territory, and is
the last will of her husband, who died
there on Jan. 7 last, Probate Judge
Glenn of that oity has held that the
document meets  all  reqnirements,
and has admitted it to probate.—Kan-
sas Clty Journal.
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Fox Dies for Love of Child,

Pining for the companionship of
Wiw shx-year-old owner and companion,
Nettle Fox, who disd on Satur
nopet fox long o the fumily of
Clavence Douglass of Red Lion, this
conntry, died to-day :

Nottle wok sick of diphiheria two
weeks ngo and for the first Hme in &

| long while was kept away from the
fox, which had been ber playmnie
| ndd hest friemd,

The fox al onee began drooplog and
wecmid to be pining for its Nitle owne

ol ghe came not, and two-day, two
duys alfter her death, the fox s also
dend.—York correspondence Philadel-

phia Record.
Fremont's Flag Preserved.

Locked up in & bank vanlt st Red
ding, Calif | Is the fag which Fremon)
unturled on the sirmmit of the Rookies
in 1841, The banner wus made with
Mrs, Fremont's own hands previous
to her husband's sturt on his explor
ing tour In the fur went, The Hag
differs from the standard U, 8. fag
In Aeld only, where & large American
engle, surrounded by twenty-aix stard,
i wkilifully  wrought in hasd em:
broldery,




